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of fifteen to twenty years was 1547 to 100 among the general popu- 
lation, at twenty to twenty-five years it was 1254, and at twenty-five 
to thirty -five years it was 893 ; the proportion to 100 further receded 
at subsequent age periods, and at seventy-five to eighty-five years it 
was only 208. The Lunacy Commissioners in their table compare 
also the mean mortality of the insane at all ages with the general 
English rate at all ages. This comparison is, however, absolutely 
valueless and misleading, unless correction is made for the abnormal 
age constitution of the insane population, which includes no infants 
and but few children, and a very excessive proportion of persons over 
sixty years of age. 

It would be unwise to attach too much importance to this consid- 
eration of the Lunacy Commissioners' valuable figures for a single 
year, but it is safe to conclude that Dr. Farr very considerably under- 
stated the effect of insanity upon English mortality when he said 
that the mortality of the insane ' is three times greater than among 
the general population at the same age.' In 1893 the rate of mortal- 
ity among the inmates of the English asylums, male and female, 
between the ages of twenty-five and fifty-five, when the inmates are 
most numerous, was more than six times the rate that prevailed at 
the same ages among the general English population. 



STATISTICS OF PROSTITUTION. 



From a paper read before the Boston Society for Medical Im- 
provement, April, 1895, by Dr. Arthur K. Stone, on The Relation of 
the Experience of Europe to the Solution of the Problem of ProstitUr 
tion in Boston, the following statistical data are taken : — 

The proportion of prostitutes under police control may be judged 
from the following statistics : The Prefect of Police in Paris 
admitted to Professor Dr. Lassar, of Berlin, who was sent by the 
German Government to investigate the methods of control in the 
city of Paris, that there were fully 100,000 prostitutes in Paris, and 
I cannot see that this estimate includes the large number of girls 
working in restaurants and wine shops, but simply women who have 
no regular means of support except their profession. There were in 
all Paris in January, 1888, only 67 licensed houses. Many of the 
houses of Paris are in a great measure kept open for the edification 
of travellers who are taken to see the sights of the wicked city, and 
sexual intercourse is rather of secondary importance. 

In Belgium, with its 6,000,000 people, there were, according to 
Dr. Fiaux, only 96 licensed houses with 486 inmates, while the in- 
scribed prostitutes numbered 661. At the same time there are 585 
women known to be prostitutes by the police, but not inscribed by 
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them. This estimate makes no consideration for the government 
prostitutes supplied for the army. Thus it will be seen that the 
number of women under police control is very small indeed ; and 
this number, although I did not find any absolute figures, is taken to 
be about the proportion that exists throughout the other cities in 
Europe. 

In the month of January, 1889, 287 licensed prostitutes of Brus- 
sels were examined, only to find 66 with venereal disease, 37 of them 
being syphilitic, while the police reports of the decade 1870-80 show 
a percentage of 50 per cent to 60 per cent diseased among the 
inmates of nouses, and about 33 percent among the inscribed women. 
Professor Bergh, of Copenhagen, is quoted as having similar experi- 
ence, and the statistics for 1886-90 show that the percentage of 
inmates for licensed houses has been nearly twice as large as among 
the inscribed women. Neisser, of Breslau, with several assistants, 
examined 573 prostitutes, and in 216 he found gonococci present 
(37.6 per cent). Dr. Passavant, of Paris, is quoted as saying that 
out of every hundred inscribed women 35 to 50 per cent have vene- 
real disease. Dr. Fiaux shows that in Belgium, in 1881-1889, one- 
half of the inmates of the licensed houses had to be sent to the 
hospitals for treatment with venereal disease, of whom about 50 per 
cent were syphilitic. Of inscribed women, about one-third were 
treated at the hospitals, about one-sixth of these being syphilitic. 
Laser, in an extensive examination of prostitutes for the presence of 
gonococci, found in the examination of the urethra of 353 patients 
that the gonococci could be demonstrated 112 times, although in four- 
fifths of these cases there was no microscopical evidence of gonorr- 
hea. Several of these patients had been discharged from the 
hospitals as cured. 

Some of the figures in other cities are as follows : — 

Lyons, 1880-1885 : Percentage of diseased inmates of licensed 
houses 85 per cent; inscribed 40 per cent. 

Brussels, 1881-1889 : Inmates 50 per cent; inscribed 33 per cent. 

Rotterdam : Inmates 35 per cent; inscribed 10 per cent. 

Mireur, of Marseilles, stated that he found out of every 100 cases 
of venereal disease which came to his notice that 62 came from 
houses of prostitution. 

Kaposi states that in 1888-1889 there were 1770 inscribed women 
in Vienna ; of these 841 were treated for venereal disease ; 1634 
were arrested at various times for disorderly conduct, 477 being 
punished. Of uninscribed women 1332 were arrested for disorderly 
conduct, of whom 170 (or 12 per cent) were found to be diseased. 
There are said to be 25,000 prostitutes in Vienna. 

In Hamburg the Allegemeine Frankenhaus reports that 50 per 
cent of the venereal disease originates in houses of prostitution, 10 
per cent with the inscribed women, and credits the remainder of the 
cases to Altona, a small city lower down the river. Nominally, 
houses of prostitution have been abolished in Hamburg ; in reality 
they exist. 
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Blaschko says that of 2000 private patients with venereal disease 
60 per cent originated with prostitutes, 10 per cent with shop-girls, 4 
per cent with barmaids. 

The statement that the proportion of diseased women among the 
recognized prostitutes is somewhere between 30 and 50 per cent is 
generally accepted as being the state of things throughout Europe. 

A commission consisting of Virchow, Blaschko, Meyer, Strassman, 
Langerhaus, Villaret, B. Frankel, Pistor, Lewin, S. Neumann, B. 
and M. Wolf were appointed to consider the subject ; and they re- 
ported that the sanitary conditions and measures existing in Berlin 
for the prevention and treatment of venereal disease were insuffi- 
cient. And this was the general opinion arrived at by all the men 
throughout Europe who had the investigation in hand, — that the 
protection did not protect, neither did the control check the advance 
of the evil. 

Contrary to the opinion expressed in the Berlin Congress, it 
seems to be generally held and supported by statistics that the 
houses of prostitution are much greater sources of danger than the 
inscribed women ; the statistics given tending to show that the num- 
ber of infected women in the licensed houses amounts to about 40 to 
50 per cent, while the number among the inscribed women is under 
30 per cent. 

In very many of the large cities the number of licensed houses 
has steadily fallen; for example, Paris, 1850, 212; 1880, 133; 
January, 1888, 67. In St. Petersburg, in the fourteen years from 
1872-1886, the number fell from 220 to 82 ; at the same time the 
inscribed free women increased from 2500 to 4500. In Belgium 
there has been a steady diminution in the numbers of houses and 
inmates, so that now there are only about one-third as compared with 
twenty years ago, — all of this going to show that there is a tendency 
for this form of dissipation to go out of fashion. This, together with 
the fact that the women of the licensed houses, from their more fre- 
quently indulging in copulation, and their inability to choose their 
companions, and their lack of self-responsibility, are much less care- 
ful of their bodies and hence more apt to be diseased. In Antwerp 
it has been seriously proposed to do away with the seven licensed 
houses and to have only inscribed free prostitutes. 



THE RELATIVE HEIGHTS AND WEIGHTS OF BENGAL 
PRISONERS. 



A brief article on the above subject, by Surgeon-Captain W. J. 
Buchanan, Superintendent of the Central Gaol, Bhagalpur, India, 
appeared in the London Lancet for August 24, 1895 : — 



